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I have been in Hong Kong for ten years and I first 
got in touch with the Swiss community when I was 
involved in the “Switzerland greets Hong Kong” 
campaign in 2004. Since then, I have enjoyed every 
moment here: be it strolling around the vibrant and 
bustling life of Central or Mongkok, hiking around 
Lantau Island, or enjoying some great food and wine 
with my wife Samantha in Stanley. Likewise, I have 
joined various events of the Swiss Association such 
as the Night at the Races, listened to some insightful 
talks at the monthly luncheons, and was also involved 
in the National Day celebration. Over the past seven 

years, I have been active with the Young Professional community of the Swiss 
Chamber of Commerce and am quite familiar with both the Chamber and the 
Association.

I was born and raised in Schoeftland, canton Aargau, a village with less people 
than the entire workforce in IFC 2 in Central. My background is in hospitality 
and I take great pleasure in interacting with colleagues and guests of different 
cultural background, making their day.

I gladly accepted the invitation of Tobias Heller in joining the board as Vice 
President. I am very much looking forward to getting more involved with the 
Association and getting to know many of you and being actively involved in this 
excellent Swiss community abroad.

New Committee 
Members  

Benjamin 
Mueller-
Rappard

I arrived in Hong Kong on 1st of January 2000 as 
a young, eligible bachelor to enjoy my life outside 
of Switzerland and certainly soaked up the energy 
of Hong Kong fully. Over the course of the years I 
always remained connected to the Swiss community, 
mostly by playing a Jass every now and then. To 
myself, being able to pull off a “Matsch” remained the 
quintessential proof that skills were not lost and my 
personal Swissness remained intact. 

Today I am happily married to my Chinese wife Judy 
with two small kids. While I pursue the Chinese 

lifestyle with her – we established a Chinese Medicine clinic, Oriental Health, in 
Sheung Wan – it is a good Swiss friend of mine, Tobias Heller, who suggested 
that I could contribute my local knowledge to the Swiss community through 
the SAHK. 

I will be looking forward to contributing my time and insights to the SAHK and 
meeting many interesting people along the way. 

Benno 
Jaeggi
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The Swiss Association of Hong Kong is unique. People 
here usually speak English with a distinguished Swiss-
German-French-Italian pronunciation, they meet in 
parks and enjoy delicious raclette, they organize a 
fabulous celebration every year on 1st of August and 
they eat the world’s most famous chocolate almost 
every time they meet – and this all in Hong Kong. 

Being part of the Swiss Association is a very nice 
“little-extra” that adds Swiss tradition to the life here in 
Hong Kong, which I treasure so much. I feel charmed 
to be offered the job of an event organizer and I 

believe the job suits me as it gives me good excuses to skip work for monthly 
coffee mornings and stay out late for our events. And, most importantly, it is 
great to do this all together with fellow Swiss compatriots and friends like you.

I am delighted to be on board and hope you will continue enjoying our events. 
We offer several activities throughout the year and all of you are invited to come 
along. And if you haven’t yet found the event you wish to have in Hong Kong, 
let us know and we may make it happen.  

Damian 
Bethke

A Swiss married to a Brit, I have been in Asia for 
8 years, and counting… After a brief return to 
Switzerland from London for a dream job, my love 
for my then fiancé conquered: I followed him to 
Singapore and then Hong Kong. We now have two 
children (aged 6 and 4) and the rest, as they say, is 
history. 

Despite having spent almost more time living out of, 
rather than in Switzerland, I still consider it my home 
and have always felt the need to keep strong ties. 
This had always been through my alumni network, 

until one day, I was convinced to join SAHK. Sadly, with our busy Hong Kong 
social and work schedules we haven’t been able to participate in nearly as 
many events as we would have like to. 

I have always loved writing, so when one evening in early September 2013, 
Stefan Bollinger admitted he was still looking for an editor for s’Alphorn, I 
jumped at the opportunity to combine my skills and desire to be closer to the 
Swiss community. I hope you will find this 2014 edition of s’Alphorn a pleasant, 
informative and amusing read!

Virginie 
Dafforn-
Gorgemans
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On November 21st we had the opportunity to visit 
the recently relocated Airport Air Traffic Control 
Complex (ATC) for an insider’s view. The Complex 
recently relocated from midfield to a location near 
the Dragonair house outside the security parameter 
of the airport. 

Welcomed by CAD-employees, (CAD stands for 
Civil Aviation Department), the Swiss Association 
group signed up for this fully booked event met in 
the main lobby of the ATC’s brand new building. 

After a brief summary of Chek Lap Kok airport’s 
history relating to Air Traffic Control (ATC) we learned 
about the new Civil Aviation Department buildings’ 
features. The new complex incorporates a main 
and a slightly separate backup building. The latter 
is to be used as a back-up building should there 
be an emergency (fire, electric breakdown, etc...) 
in the main building. ATC will be able to transfer to 
the alternate building to provide control of Hong 
Kong’s airspace and HKIA. At the moment, ATC is 
still using the “old” facility located within the building 
underneath the midfield control tower for area and 
approach control. The new facility is planned to be 
operational at the latest by the end of 2014. 

Civil Aviation Tour
by René Herrmann		

Continuing along the educational path we learned 
about airport security, baggage scanning, dangerous 
goods and some aircraft equipment like a mock-up 
of a cabin section introducing a passenger seat 
airbag system. 
After the initial more general subjects, our tour 
continued to the more ATC specific part passing 
a viewing window of the future air traffic control 
room, noise insulated for minimum distractions of 
the respective controllers at work. The new state-
of-the-art workstations will allow the controllers to 
safely direct the 276,000 square km large area. 

This concluded the tour, which from now on, unlike 
past visits, will unfortunately exclude the visit of the 
actual control tower. 

Since the tour was finished in just over an hour, 
some of the group joined a spontaneous visit to the 
Cathay headquarters. This completed the insiders’ 
tour of Hong Kong’s aviation. 

More Information regarding air traffic control in Hong 
Kong can be found at the following website: 
http://www.cad.gov.hk/english/cad_division.html#atmd

Hong Kong International Airport in figures

370,000 flight movements in 2013, averaging over 1,000 daily. 
220,000 overflights in 2013, averaging 600 daily. 

The single-day record for HKIA was created on 29th of March 2013, with 1,172 landings and take-
offs and 617 flight movements operated through HKFIR within the 24-hour period. 

You may refer to our website for more figures about HKIA: 

http://www.cad.gov.hk/english/p-through.htm 
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The Swiss School Committee wishes 
to thank its 2013 sponsors for their 
continuous support. Hopes are high 
that previous sponsors will renew 
their valuable donations in 2014. 
The donor’s list is open to all and 
any additional contributions are more 
than welcome. Interested sponsors 
may contact the President of the 
Swiss School Committee, Mr. Rene 
Herrmann at rene.herrmann@swiss-
hk.com

Supporters and 
Sponsors of the 
Swiss School Committee  

Chopard Hong Kong Limited
Schindler Lifts (Hong Kong) Ltd.
Eurogroup Far East Limited
Swiss Prestige Limited
Ricola (Asia-Pacific) Limited
Swiss International Airlines
Franke
Swiss-Sure Ltd.














